
Read Jeremiah 1:1-3… Jeremiah was a Hebrew prophet (that 
is, one who spoke the word of  God) to the people and to the 
Hebrew kings. He represented God faithfully. He often told the 
kings many things that they didn’t want to hear, angering them.

In other words, he risked his life to serve God. Sometimes they 
listened, sometimes they didn’t. How can we listen for God’s 
voice in our lives? How willing are we to serve and obey God, 
even if  it is uncomfortable, inconvenient or even threatening? 
During tough times, are we more or less likely to listen to and 
heed God’s direction? Can you speak God’s truth even when, 
at the least, your image might be at risk? Who do you know of  
who has done just that?

Read Jeremiah 1:4-18… God called Jeremiah and gave him 
a gift–a gift to speak God’s word effectively. He told him to 
go out and use his gift in service without fear. What gifts 
has God given you? Have you found a way to use your gifts 
effectively in service to God? Have you ever been afraid to 
use God’s gifts? Jeremiah thought he had flaws that would 
prevent his being able to serve, but God assured him that 
he would overcome his flaws. Do you have flaws you think 
might disqualify you for God’s service? What would God say 
to you about these perceived flaws?

Read Jeremiah 37:11-38:10…it shows that Jeremiah was beaten 
and imprisoned for doing God’s work, just as Paul and many 
of  the apostles were. Most of  us don’t face that kind of  threat 
these days, but what other fears might prevent us from speaking 
out and serving God? Why do you think Jeremiah was rescued 
from the cistern? Was God at work here? If  a respected person 
of  God came to you today and told you to flee the Netherlands 
because God said a plague was coming, would you go? Would 
you lose any respect you had for them? Do you think that if  you 
came to some kind of  suffering by serving God that God would 
rescue you?

Read Jeremiah 39:8 - 40:6… Poor Jeremiah. He was a Hebrew, 
and he knew that the beloved capital city of  Jerusalem would 
fall to the Babylonians while most of  his fellow Hebrews didn’t 
believe him. How he must have prayed that God would prevent 
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week 1

Jeremiah
faith for tough times



Jeremiah
The dates of  Jeremiah's birth and death are not known. It is known 
that he began his preaching either in the thirteenth year of  King 
Josiah of  Judah (626 B.C.) or at the accession of  King Jehoiakim of  
Judah (608). He preached and taught for over 40 years, so his death 
must have taken place sometime in the first half  of  the 6th century 
B.C., probably between 580 and 560 B.C. The entire background 
of  Jeremiah's life and the words ascribed to him are permeated with 
the sense of  disaster and disintegration which Judaism and Jews 
underwent in the 6th century B.C. The northern portion of  Palestine, 
the kingdom of  Israel, fell to the Assyrians in 622 B.C. A similar fate 
threatened the south, the kingdom of  Judah, with its capital city of  
Jerusalem. The Assyrians were conquered by the Babylonians. The 
latter invaded Judea and captured Jerusalem in 587 B.C. A year later 
the Babylonians destroyed the First Temple, ended the kingdom of  
Judah, and deported the Jews (the Babylonian Captivity). After the 
Temple was destroyed, many Jews, among them (though unwillingly) 
Jeremiah, fled to Egypt seeking safety. His early message 
was simple: unless both king and people reformed their 
morals and returned to the true worship of  God as 
taught by Moses, Jerusalem would be destroyed and its 
people killed or exiled. Jeremiah's general message was 
that temple and priesthood and kingship were of  no 
avail if  the heart of  man was not clean from idolatry, 
from lies, and from deception of  all kinds. His novel 
contribution as a prophet was his claim that God would 
replace the Old Covenant with the Israelites by a new 
covenant. This new covenant was not to be restricted to 
Jews but was to include the entire world.
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Major and Minor Prophets
Jeremiah is one of  the books 
of  the Bible called the “Ma-
jor Prophets”. This is not a 
classification of  importance 
of  the books, but rather of  
relative length. Four other 
books are classified as Major 
Prophets. They are Isai-
ah, Lamentations, Ezekiel 
and Daniel. The “Minor 
Prophets” are also called 
“the book of  the twelve”. 
They are called this because 
the Jews later combined the 
twelve books on a single 
scroll. The books are Hosea, 
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, 
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zecha-
riah and Malachi. The Mi-
nor Prophets are arranged 
in what is believed to be 
chronological order.



This week, make a person-
al list of  your strengths and 
weaknesses. Think about 
new ways that you might be 
able to use your strengths 
(with consideration for your 
weaknesses) to serve God by 
serving others. 

                                                                                    

                                                                                    

                                                                                    

                                                                                    

                                                                                    

En
ga

ge

Em
br

ac
e In your experience, do people you know 

through work, family, church or other connec-
tions tend to focus more on what they have or 
what they don’t have? What kinds of  things 
do the people you know most commonly 
complain about? How do you feel about the 
“gripes and groans” of  others? What effect do 
they have on your attitude?

                                                                                    

                                                                                    

                                                                                    

                                                                                   

                                                                                     

pray
Heavenly Father, help us to look back at our lives and examine the tough times we’ve been 
through. Help us to see how we have grown as a result of  our troubles. Help us to apply this 
wisdom to our current and future difficulties. Help us to discover the gifts you have given us 
and grant us insight into new ways that we might serve you by serving others. Accept our 
gratitude for all your blessings. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

this tragedy! But it happened. In our darkest hours, we pray 
and pray. Yet bad things happen. Jeremiah found some solace 
by staying with the poor Hebrews who were left behind. Have 
you ever felt comfort during difficult times by being with those 
who you know and love? Can we still feel blessings during 
tough times? How can we, during dark times, grow closer to 
God rather than further from God?

Read Jeremiah 32:1-15… Even though Jeremiah knew that 
Judah was going to fall to the Babylonians, he bought a 
piece of  ground when others surely thought him foolish to 
do so. According to the reading, why did Jeremiah do this? 
We often hear the phrase, “the worst thing is never the last 
thing”. How does that relate to this reading? Do you “own” 
this philosophy? How can it help us in our own lives? Do you 
think it will pop up in your mind during your next difficult 
time? What do you believe about this question: Who has more 
difficulty in life, those who have much or those who have 
little?

                                                      

                                                      

                                                      

                                                      

                                                      

                                                     

                                                      

                                                      

                                                      

                                                      

                                                      

                                                       


